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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 

In the Matter of: 

Mark:   SABACC 

Registration No.:   5,025,710 

Registration Date:   August 23, 2016 

 

 

LUCASFILM LTD. LLC and LUCASFILM 

ENTERTAINMENT COMPANY LTD. LLC, 

 

Petitioners, 

 

v. 

 

REN VENTURES LIMITED, 

 

Registrant. 

 

Cancellation No.: 92066016 

 

 

REGISTRANT’S PARTIAL SUMMARY-JUDGMENT MOTION 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that, based on the instant memorandum of law, the 

accompanying declaration of Jonathan W. Thomas, Esq. (and the exhibits attached thereto) (the 

“Thomas Decl.”), and all of the pleadings in the above-referenced Cancellation Proceeding (the 

“Proceeding”), Registrant Ren Ventures Limited (“Registrant”), by and through its undersigned 

counsel, hereby moves the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board (“TTAB”) for an Order:             

(i) granting partial summary judgment in Registrant’s favor pursuant to FED. R. CIV. P. 56(a) on 

the issue of Petitioners, Lucasfilm Ltd. LLC, and Lucasfilm Entertainment Company Ltd. LLC’s 

(collectively, “Petitioners”), lack of trademark rights in “Sabacc,” and (ii) granting Registrant 

any further relief the Board deems just and equitable. 
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I. Preliminary Statement 

Petitioners believe Registrant’s duly registered “SABACC” mark is harming them even 

though Petitioners have never used, and Petitioners own no rights in, “Sabacc” as a mark.   

Petitioners allege “Sabacc” is a fictional card game that appears in Star Wars movies, 

films, novels, comic books, and roleplaying games.  The mere appearance of a fictional “Sabacc” 

game within Star Wars goods and services, however, does not perform the role of a trademark or 

service mark, i.e.: identifying and distinguishing the source of Star Wars goods and services.  

Petitioners’ document production confirms, unsurprisingly, the mark “STAR WARS” performs 

that role. 

At bottom, there is no genuine dispute that Petitioners cannot prove use of “Sabacc” as a 

mark.  Without proof of use of “Sabacc” as a mark, Petitioners cannot prove trademark priority 

over Registrant with respect to “Sabacc” as a mark.  Without proof of trademark priority, 

Petitioners cannot prevail in this Proceeding.  For these reasons, and those discussed infra, 

Registrant is entitled to partial summary judgment pursuant to FED. R. CIV. P. 56(a) on the issue 

of Petitioners’ lack of trademark rights in “Sabacc” as a mark.  

II. Undisputed Factual Background 

A. Registrant 

Registrant is a United Kingdom-based entity.  See Thomas Decl. at Exh. A; see also 

Petition at ¶ 15.  Registrant markets and offers for sale, inter alia, a mobile game under the mark 

“SABACC” (the “SABACC Mark”): 
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On November 20, 2015, Registrant filed U.S. Trademark Application Ser. No. 

86/827,417 (the “‘827 Application”), seeking registration of the SABACC Mark in: 

Int. Cls. 9 for “[c]omputer game software; computer game entertainment 

software; video game software; downloadable electronic game software for use on 

mobile phones, tablets and other electronic mobile devices; interactive multimedia 

computer game software; games software for use on mobile phones, tablets and 

other electronic mobile devices; downloadable computer software for mobile 

phones, tablets and other electronic mobile devices; computer application 

software featuring video and computer games; computer application software for 

mobile phones, portable media players, tablets, handheld computers and other 

electronic mobile devices, namely, software for video and computer games; 

games cartridges for use with electronic games apparatus; video recordings 

featuring computer games; downloadable image files containing photographic 

images and artwork, and text in the field of video and computer games; 

downloadable music files; downloadable ring tones for mobile phones; 

accessories for telephones, mobile telephones, smart phones and tablet computers, 

namely, hands free kits, covers, cases, battery chargers, and earphones; bags and 

cases for mobile telephones and telephone equipment; parts and fittings for the 

aforesaid goods,” and  

 

Int. Cls. 41 for “[e]ntertainment services, namely, providing on-line computer 

games; entertainment in the nature of computer games, namely, providing 

temporary use of non-downloadable computer games; entertainment services, 

namely, providing non-downloadable computer games online; entertainment 

services, namely, providing temporary use of non-downloadable interactive 

games; entertainment services, namely, providing temporary use of non-

downloadable electronic games; entertainment services, namely, providing a 

website featuring games and puzzles; entertainment services, namely, providing 

online video games; entertainment services, namely, providing electronic games, 

including provision of computer games online, on social networks, or by means of 

a global computer network; entertainment services, namely, providing electronic 

games for use on mobile phones, tablets and other electronic mobile devices; 
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entertainment services, namely, providing temporary use of non-downloadable 

single and multi-player electronic interactive games via the internet, electronic 

communication networks and via a global computer network; organising sporting 

and cultural activities, namely, conducting tournaments, contests and 

competitions in the field of computer games; multimedia publishing of software, 

namely, publishing of computer game software, electronic games and video game 

software; information, advisory and consultancy services related to the aforesaid 

services, all of the aforesaid services also being provided online from a computer 

database or the Internet.”  Thomas Decl. at Exh. A.  

 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (the “PTO”) published Registrant’s ‘827 

Application for opposition on May 18, 2016.  See Thomas Decl. at Exh. B.  No one--including 

Petitioners--opposed the registration of Registrant’s SABACC mark.  Accordingly, on August 

23, 2016, Registrant’s ‘827 Application matured into U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 5,025,710 (the 

“‘710 Registration”).  See Thomas Decl. at Exh. C.   

B. Petitioners  

Petitioners instituted this proceeding on May 1, 2017, alleging “they are and will be 

continue to be damaged by the registration of the mark SABACC shown in” Registrant’s ‘710 

Registration.  Petition at 12.  

Petitioners allege that, within their Star Wars movies and films, a fictional “SABACC 

card game is played in the galaxy, and it is comprised of a number of face cards (including the 

Idiot, the Queen, the Evil One, and the Star) and four suits of fifteen pip cards (Flasks, Sabers, 

Staves, and Coins).” Petition at ¶ 8.    

Petitioners allege “Sabacc” first appeared in connection with their “STAR WARS 

Franchise as early as 1980 […].”   Petition at ¶ 8.   Since that time, either directly through 

Petitioners or Petitioners’ putative licensees, “Sabacc” allegedly has appeared or been mentioned 

in Star Wars films, television programs, books, novels, card games, and roleplaying card games.  

See id. at ¶¶ 8-14.  
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1. Petitioners Have Never Applied to Register “Sabacc” 

Petitioners’ intellectual property portfolio is extensive.  A search for “lucasfilms” in the 

PTO’s database generates 1,077 records: 

 

Many of these records relate to Star Wars.  For example, Petitioners own pending 

applications for the marks: 

Mark U.S. Trademark Application Ser. No. 

THE LAST JEDI 87/339,228 

K-2SO 87/083,788 

HAN SOLO 87/460,411 

KYLO REN 86/478,480 

DEATH TROOPER 87/083,810 

CAPTAIN PHASMA 86/478,471 

BB-8 86/478,454 
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Petitioners also own registrations for the marks: 

Mark U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 

JYN ERSO 5,307,486 

KYLO REN 5,046,216 

POE DAMERON 5,266,363 

BB-8 5,041,888 

DARTH VADER 5,037,185 

PRINCESS LEIA 5,037,184 

C-3PO 4,974,588 

CHEWBACCA 3,090,303 

 

Despite “Sabacc” allegedly appearing throughout Star Wars films and movies for nearly 

40 years, Petitioners’ conduct with respect to “Sabacc” stands in stark contrast to the aspects of 

Star Wars discussed above.  Indeed, unlike those aspects of Star Wars, Petitioners have never 

applied to register “Sabacc”; do not own a pending application for “Sabacc”; and do not own a 

registration for “Sabacc.”   

C. Registrant Seeks Evidence of Petitioners’ Alleged Use of “Sabacc” as a Mark 

Petitioners allege they have priority over Registrant with respect to the mark SABACC.  

See Petition at ¶ 18.  Accordingly, on August 8, 2017, Registrant duly served Petitioners with 

document requests (“Registrant’s Requests”) concerning Petitioners’ alleged use of “Sabacc” as 

a mark.  See Thomas Decl. at Exh. D.   

For example, in Request No. 3, Registrant sought “documents sufficient to identify all 

goods and services that Petitioners have allegedly offered in United States commerce under or in 

connection with ‘Sabacc’ as a Mark.”  See Thomas Decl. at Exh. D.  As another example, 
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Registrant sought “documents sufficient to identify the date of Petitioners’ alleged first 

[continuous, and current] use of ‘Sabacc’ as a Mark in United States commerce.”  See id. at 

Request Nos. 5-7.  Registrant also sought “copies of all licensing agreements between Petitioners 

and any third party concerning the alleged use of ‘Sabacc’ as a Mark in the United States.”  See 

id. at Request No. 14.   

Registrant additionally sought documents concerning Petitioners’ efforts to enforce its 

alleged rights in “Sabacc” as a mark: 

• Request No. 17 (protest letters allegedly sent by Petitioners to third parties 

concerning “Sabacc” as a mark);  

 

• Request No. 18 (settlement agreements between Petitioners and third parties 

concerning “Sabacc” as a mark);  

 

• Request No. 19 (complaints filed in state or federal courts by Petitioners 

concerning “Sabacc” as a mark); 

 

• Request No. 20 (documents filed by Petitioners with the PTO concerning 

“Sabacc” as a mark); 

 

• Request No. 21 (Notices of Opposition instituted by Petitioners concerning 

“Sabacc” as a mark); 

 

• Request No. 22 (Petitions for Cancellation (other than the Petition) filed by 

Petitioners concerning “Sabacc” as a mark); 

 

• Request No. 23 (documents filed by Petitioners with United States Customs 

and Border Protection concerning “Sabacc” as a mark); and  

 

• Request No. 24 (documents filed by Petitioners with trademark “watch” 

services concerning “Sabacc” as a mark).   

 

See Thomas Decl. at Exh. D.  

 

D. Petitioners Produced Documents Showing Use of STAR WARS--Not 

“Sabacc”--as a Mark  

In response to Registrant’s Requests seeking documents sufficient to show Petitioners’ 

alleged use of “Sabacc” as a mark (see Thomas Decl. at Exh. D., Request Nos. 3, and 5-7), 
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Petitioners produced documents that show their use of STAR WARS as a mark.  For example, 

Petitioners produced: 

• STAR WARS comic books; 

 

• Annotated STAR WARS screenplays;  

• a STAR WARS roleplaying game; 

• “Lando Calrissian” novels;  

• a STAR  WARS “Cantina” game;  

• a STAR WARS roleplaying game;  

• a STAR WARS card game;  

• a STAR WARS novel;  

 

• STAR WARS Monopoly; and 

• a STAR WARS dictionary. 

See Thomas Decl. at Exhs. E-N.  

Notwithstanding Petitioners’ alleged long-standing licensing of “Sabacc” as a mark, and 

Registrant’s Document Request No. 14, Petitioners did not produce any licensing agreements, let 

alone any licensing agreements that concern “Sabacc” as a mark.  See Thomas Decl. at ¶ 20.  

Petitioners also did not produce any trademark-enforcement documents in response to 

Registrant’s Document Requests No. 17-24 (see supra).  See id. at ¶ 21.  

III. Legal Standard: Summary Judgment under FED. R. CIV. P. 56(a) 

“A motion for summary judgment is a pretrial device intended to save the time and 

expense of a full trial when the moving party is able to demonstrate, prior to trial, that there is no 

genuine dispute of material fact, and that it is entitled to judgment as a matter of law.”  Albin 
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Pump v. Albin Pump LLC, 2017 WL 3718309, *3 (T.T.A.B., June 8, 2017) (referencing  Fed. R. 

Civ. P. 56(a); Celotex Corp. v. Catrett, 477 U.S. 317 (1986)).  

IV. Argument 

The record evidence establishes that Petitioners have not, and do not, use “Sabacc” as a 

service mark or a trademark; rather, Petitioners use STAR WARS as a mark.  Without evidence 

of trademark or service-mark use, it is impossible for Petitioners to establish trademark rights 

and priority in “Sabacc” as a mark.  Without evidence of trademark rights and priority in 

“Sabacc” as a mark, there is no genuine dispute that Petitioners cannot prevail on their § 2(d) 

claim.  Therefore, Registrant is entitled to summary judgment.  See Littel Concepts, LLC v. 

Striker Records, Inc., Cancellation Proceeding No. 92050431, *11-13 (T.T.A.B., Dec. 27, 2010) 

(dismissing § 2(d) common-law priority claim because petitioner could not prove use or 

ownership of the mark-at-issue).  

A. Petitioners’ Ground for Cancellation: Alleged Trademark Use and Priority 

To cancel a registration, the petitioning party must show both standing and valid grounds 

for cancellation.”  Albin Pump, 2017 WL 3718309 at *3.  Here, Petitioners’ ground for 

cancellation is a § 2(d) claim of common-law trademark priority in “Sabacc,” and a likelihood of 

confusion between Petitioners’ putative rights in “Sabacc,” on the one hand, and Registrant’s 

duly registered SABACC Mark, on the other hand.  See Petition at ¶ 18.  

“To establish priority, Petitioner must show proprietary rights in the mark that produce 

a[n] [alleged] likelihood of confusion.”  Albin Pump, 2017 WL 37118309, at *5.  “These 

proprietary rights may arise from a prior registration, prior trademark or service mark use, prior 

use as a trade name, prior use analogous to trademark or service mark use, or any other use 

sufficient to establish proprietary rights.”  Id.  Here, Petitioners premise their alleged trademark 

priority solely “on prior use of Petitioners’ [alleged] SABACC Mark in commerce […].”  Id. at  
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¶ 18.  Petitioners’ premise is faulty.  Indeed, as discussed infra, the record evidence establishes 

there is no genuine dispute that Petitioners have not, and do not, use “Sabacc” as a mark.    

B. Petitioners Cannot Prove Use of “Sabacc” as a Mark   

As background, a word or term functions as a mark if it identifies a source of goods or 

services, and distinguishes those goods and services from the goods and services of others.  See 

15 U.S.C. § 1127 (“The term ‘trademark’ includes any word, name, symbol, device, or any 

combination thereof--used by a person […] to identify and distinguish his or her goods […] from 

those manufactured or sold by others and to indicate the source of the goods, even if that source 

is unknown”); see also id.  (The term ‘service mark’ means any word, name, symbol, or device, 

or any combination thereof--used by a person […] to identify and distinguish the services of one 

person […] from the services of others and to indicate the source of the services, even if that 

source is unknown”); In re Light, 662 Fed. Appx. 929, 934 (Fed. Cir. 2016) (“[T]he the mark 

must identify the source of goods”) (referencing In re Owens–Corning Fiberglas Corp., 774 F.2d 

1116, 1123 (Fed. Cir. 1985) (“Trademarks, indeed, are the essence of competition, because they 

make possible a choice between competing articles by enabling the buyer to distinguish one from 

the other”); and J. Thomas McCarthy, 1 MCCARTHY ON TRADEMARKS AND UNFAIR 

COMPETITION § 3:3 (4th ed. 2014) (“The prime question is whether the designation in question, 

as actually used, will be recognized in and of itself as an indication of origin for this particular 

product or service”)). 

The foregoing is equally true with respect to characters and elements of fictional works, 

i.e.: if a party does not use the characters and elements in a manner that identifies and 

distinguishes source, then the characters and elements do not function as marks.  The cases of 

Paramount, In re Valley Dental, and In re Caserta are instructive on this point (see infra). 
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In Paramount Pictures Corp. v. Romulan Invasions, Paramount opposed the registration 

of the  mark THE ROMULANS on the ground that it created a likelihood of confusion with “[a] 

race of space creatures called The Romulans” in Paramount’s STAR TREK series.  7 U.S.P.Q. 

1897, *1 (T.T.A.B., Mar. 31, 1998). 

Paramount, however, did not own a registration for “The Romulans.”  Paramount 

Pictures Corp.,  7 U.S.P.Q. 1897 at *2.  Therefore, Paramount claimed common-law trademark 

rights in “The Romulans” based on the following facts: 

“The Romulans are a fictional alien race introduced in an early episode of the 

STAR TREK television show. They are related to the Vulcans, another fictional 

race and, with the Klingons, comprise two alien enemy races. The Romulans were 

featured in episodes called “The Balance of Terror” and “The Enterprise Incident” 

and have appeared or were mentioned in other episodes. A STAR TREK novel is 

published bi-monthly by the Pocket Books arm of Simon & Schuster. One such 

novel, The Web of the Romulans, has had more than one printing and there are 

more than 420,000 copies in print. Another, My Enemy, My Ally, which is about 

The Romulans, has more than 300,000 copies in print. A third book, “The 

Romulan Way” was scheduled for publication when opposer's depositions were 

taken. The Romulans have appeared in comic books as well. Games and plastic 

models of the Romulan spaceships have been available to the public. Mego 

Corporation, identified as a licensee, applied for a registration for THE 

ROMULAN for dolls, doll clothing and playsets. The application was assigned to 

opposer on June 3, 1977 shortly before it registered on June 28, 1977. The 

registration was cancelled for failure to file a Section 8 affidavit.”  Id. 

 

The Board held that these facts established “ample evidence that [Paramount] used the 

term ‘Romulans’ as of a long time prior to applicant’s first use.”   Paramount Pictures Corp.,  7 

U.S.P.Q. 1897 at *2.   Nonetheless, the Board held “there are serious questions with regard to the 

nature of [Paramount’s] use” of the term “Romulans.”  Id.  (emphasis added).  

With respect to Paramount’s alleged use of “Romulans” as a service mark, the Board held 

that Paramount “has not used the term ‘Romulan’ (or ‘Romulans’) as a mark to identify and 

distinguish any services […].”  Paramount Pictures Corp.,  7 U.S.P.Q. 1897 at *3.  Instead, the 

Board held that “[t]he entertainment services performed by [Paramount] are identified by the 
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name STAR TREK.”  Id.   Moreover, the Board held that “[t]he term ‘Romulan’ has been used 

only as the name of a fictional race of people which appears from time to time in the STAR 

TREK television series and has apparently been mentioned in movies.”  Id.  However, as the 

Board held, “[a]ppearance of Romulans as characters in the storyline of the STAR TREK 

television series or movies does not make Romulans a trademark or service mark for either.”  Id.  

(referencing In re D.C. Comics, Inc., 689 F.2d 1042, 215 USPQ 394 at fn. 1 (CCPA 1982) 

(“[T]he appearance of the JOKER in a story in a BATMAN comic book does not make the 

JOKER a trademark for the book”)).  

With respect to Paramount’s alleged use of “Romulans” as a trademark, Paramount 

“claim[ed] to have used ‘Romulan,’ through licensees or on its own, on comic books and various 

other books […].”  Paramount Pictures Corp.,  7 U.S.P.Q. 1897 at *3.  However, the Board held 

that “the appearance of Romulans as characters in various novels or comic books based on 

STAR TREK cannot afford trademark protection for the name Romulan in connection with those 

goods.”  Paramount Pictures Corp., 7 U.S.P.Q. 1897 at *3.   

Paramount also claimed trademark usage of “Romulans” in “a number of manuals for use 

with ‘STAR TREK--The Role Playing Game.”  Paramount Pictures Corp.,  7 U.S.P.Q. 1897 at 

*4.  As the Board observed, “[s]everal of the manuals involve plots in which Romulans are 

featured or otherwise take part.”  Id.  As the Board held, however, “[n]one appears to be 

marketed as a Romulan game but rather as STAR TREK game involving Romulans.”  Id.  

Accordingly, the Board held that “[t]he claim of trademark rights with respect to games is 

subject to the same infirmity as was noted as to books about Romulans or comics involving 

Romulan characters.”  Id.  

Based on the foregoing, the Board dismissed Paramount’s opposition.  See   Paramount 

Pictures Corp., 7 U.S.P.Q. 1897 at *5.  
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Moreover, in In re Valley Dental, Inc., the Board held that “Sugar Bugs” did not function 

as a mark for promoting dental services and dental health.”  1998 WL 111034, *5 (T.T.A.B., 

Mar. 6, 1998).  

As background, the applicant in In re Valley Dental, Inc. used “Sugar Bugs” in 

advertisements “in the form of cartoon strips titled ‘THE ADVENTURES OF MYRTLE 

MOLAR AND THE TOOTH TOTS.’”  In re Valley Dental, 1998 WL 111034 at *2.  The Board 

held that, while “the story lines in each of the cartoon specimens involves characters referred to 

as ‘SUGAR BUGS,’ and the pictorial representations in each cartoon undoubtedly are intended 

to represent these characters, nowhere […] is ‘SUGAR BUGS’ used as a mark for applicant’s 

services.”  Id. at *3.   

The Board went on to hold “[t]he mere fact that these ‘characters’ in the two stories are 

referred to as ‘SUGAR BUGS’ does not in and of itself, make that term a service mark for 

applicant’s services.”  Id. at *4 (holding applicant used “Sugar Bugs” “not as service mark, but 

merely as the name of a group of characters in the cartoon storyline”); see also id.  (“The Board 

has previously held that the name of characters used in printed publications and entertainment 

services is not necessarily a trademark or service mark for such goods or services) (referencing 

Paramount Pictures Corp. v. Romulan Invasions, 7 USPQ2d 1897 (TTAB 1988)).  

Further, in In re Caserta, the Board held that “Furr-ball Furcania” did not function as a 

mark “for children’s books and periodical publications, namely, comic strips and comic 

magazines.”  46 U.S.P.Q. 1088, *1 (T.T.A.B., Feb. 26, 1998). 

As background, the applicant in In re Caserta used ““Furr-ball Furcania” in two ways, 

namely: (i) “as part of the title” of a children’s story, and (ii) to “identif[y] the main character of 

the story.”  In re Caserta, 46 U.S.P.Q. 1088 at *1.    With respect to the former use, the Board 

held that “titles of books are considered to be nothing more than the name by which the book 
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may be identified in much the same way that other items of merchandise are identified.”  Id. at 

*3.  With respect to the latter use, the issue was “whether the name of the fictitious character is 

used in such a manner that it is likely to be perceived as a trademark in connection with the 

identified goods.”  Id. at *1.  The Board held it did not rather; the Board held that “Furr-ball 

Furcania” merely identifies the main character in the story.”  Id.  

Based on the foregoing, the Board held that “Furr-ball Furcania” failed to “function[] as a 

trademark in connection with children’s books and periodical publications, namely, comic strips 

and comic magazines.”  In re Caserta, 46 U.S.P.Q. 1088 at *3.  

1. The Appearance of “Sabacc” in Star Wars Films and Movies is Not 

Service-Mark Use of “Sabacc” 

As discussed supra, Petitioners allege “Sabacc” has appeared throughout Star Wars films 

and movies.  See generally Petition.  Petitioners also produced a Star Wars annotated screenplay 

for Star Wars, which states:  

“In the second draft, as in the film, the Falcon hides along the side of the Imperial 

starship.  Hans says his friend Lando Calrissian won the gas mine in a ‘sabacca 

game,’ or ‘so he claims.’  The scene with Boba Fett following the Falcon first 

appeared in the third draft.”  See Thomas Decl. at Exh. F.   

 

 There is no genuine dispute that the mere appearance of a fictional game called “Sabacc” 

in Star Wars films and movies does not render “Sabacc” a service mark for Star Wars films and 

movies.  See Paramount Pictures Corp.,  7 U.S.P.Q. 1897 at *3 (the “[a]ppearance of Romulans 

as characters in the storyline of the STAR TREK television series or movies does not make 

Romulans a trademark or service mark for either”); see also In re DC Comics, Inc., 689 F.2d n.1 

(accord); In re Valley Dental, 1998 WL 111034 at *2 (accord); In re Caserta, 46 U.S.P.Q. 1088 

at *1 (accord).   Instead, just as the mark STAR TREK identified the Star Trek franchise-at-issue 

in Paramount, the mark STAR WARS is what identifies Petitioners’ Star Wars films and 
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movies.  See id. at 3 (“The entertainment services performed by [Paramount] are identified by 

the name STAR TREK”).  

 Based on the foregoing, there is no genuine dispute that Petitioners cannot prove use of 

“Sabacc” as a service mark.   

2. The Appearance of “Sabacc” in and on Books and Games about Star 

Wars is Not Trademark Use of “Sabacc”  

Ostensibly recognizing that the mere appearance of a fictional “Sabacc” game in Star 

Wars movies and films is not service-mark use, Petitioners allege in the Petition that they use 

and license “Sabacc” as a trademark for use in and on goods.   See generally Petition.   To 

support this ipse dixit allegation, Petitioners produced images of Star Wars comic books, novels, 

card games, dictionaries, and a roleplaying game in response to Registrants’ Requests for 

documents sufficient to demonstrate Petitioners’ alleged use of “Sabacc” as a mark.  See Thomas 

Decl. at Exhs. E-N.  As discussed infra, these documents do not show use of “Sabacc” as a 

trademark for at least two reasons. 

First, just as the appearance of “Sabacc” in movies and films about Star Wars does not 

render “Sabacc” a service mark for Star Wars movies and films, the appearance of “Sabacc” in 

comics, novels, and games about Star Wars does not render “Sabacc” a trademark for these 

goods.  See Paramount Pictures Corp.,  7 U.S.P.Q. 1897 at *3 (“[T[he appearance of Romulans 

as characters in various novels or comic books based on STAR TREK cannot afford trademark 

protection for the name Romulan in connection with those goods”).  

That is because, like the mere appearance of “Romulans” in novels and comics about Star 

Trek, the mere appearance of “Sabacc” in novels, comics, and games about Star Wars does not 

identify and distinguish the source of these goods--the mark STAR WARS performs that role.   

Accordingly, there is no genuine dispute that Petitioners cannot prove use of “Sabacc” as a 



 

 15 

trademark based on the mere appearance of “Sabacc” in novels, comics, and games about Star 

Wars.  

Second, based on the Petitioners’ document production (see Thomas Decl. at Exhs. E-N), 

“Sabacc” has sporadically appeared over the past 40 years on the packaging for games about Star 

Wars: 

  

The rare, intermittent appearance of “Sabacc” on the packaging for games about Star 

Wars, however, does not render “Sabacc” a trademark for these games.  That is because, like 

“Romulans” and the Star Trek games-at-issue in Paramount, Petitioners do not use “Sabacc” to 

identify and distinguish the source of Petitioners’ Star Wars games.  Instead, like the use of the 

mark STAR TREK in Paramount to identify, distinguish, and draw consumer attention to, games 

about Star Trek, Petitioners unremarkably use the mark STAR WARS to identify, distinguish, 

and draw consumer attention to, their games about Star Wars.  See Paramount Pictures Corp., 7 

U.S.P.Q. 1897 at *4 (accord).  Accordingly, there is no genuine dispute that Petitioners cannot 

prove use of “Sabacc” as a trademark based on the sporadic, intermittent appearance of “Sabacc” 

on the packaging for games about Star Wars.  

 

 

 



 

 16 

V. Conclusion 

Based on the foregoing, Registrant respectfully requests that Board issue an Order:        

(i) granting partial summary judgment in Registrant’s favor pursuant to FED. R. CIV. P. 56 (a) on 

the issue of Petitioners’ lack of trademark and service mark rights in and to the term “Sabacc,” 

and (ii) granting Registrant any further relief the Board deems just and equitable.  

Dated: December 4, 2017    Respectfully submitted, 

 New York, New York 

             /s/ James E. Rosini 

James E. Rosini 

Jonathan W. Thomas 

ANDREWS KURTH KENYON LLP 

One Broadway 

New York, New York 10004 

Phone: (212) 425-7200 

Fax: (212) 425-5288 

 

Attorneys for Registrant   

Ren Ventures Limited 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 I hereby certify that, on December 4, 2017, I served a true and correct copy of the 

foregoing document titled, Registrant’s Partial Summary-Judgment Motion, by electronic mail 

on Petitioners’ counsel at: 

 

Linda K. McLeod 

David M. Kelly 

KELLY IP, LLP 

1919 M Street, NW, Suite 610 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

linda.mcleod@kelly-ip.com 

david.kelly@kelly-ip.com 

 

 

         /s/ Jonathan W. Thomas 

         Jonathan W. Thomas  

 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 

In the Matter of: 

Mark:   SABACC 

Registration No.:   5,025,710 

Registration Date:   August 23, 2016 

 

 

LUCASFILM LTD. LLC and LUCASFILM 

ENTERTAINMENT COMPANY LTD. LLC, 

 

Petitioners, 

 

v. 

 

REN VENTURES LIMITED, 

 

Registrant. 

 

Cancellation No.: 92066016 

 

 

DECLARATION OF JONATHAN W. THOMAS, ESQ. IN SUPPORT  

OF REGISTRANT’S PARTIAL SUMMARY-JUDGMENT MOTION 
 

I, Jonathan W. Thomas, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am a resident of the State of New York, over the age of 18, and competent to 

make this declaration.  

2. I have personal knowledge about the matters set forth herein, and could and 

would testify thereto if called upon to do so.    

3. I am an associate at the law firm of ANDREWS KURTH KENYON LLP.  I am 

counsel-of-record for Registrant Ren Ventures Limited (“Registrant”) in the above-captioned 

cancellation proceeding (the “Proceeding”).  

4. I submit this declaration in support of Registrant’s motion: (i) for partial summary 

judgment pursuant to FED. R. CIV. P. 56(a), and (ii) for any further relief the Boards deems just 

and equitable.  



5. I base the information herein on my representation of Registrant in the 

Proceeding; my review of the pleadings in the Proceeding; and my review of all documents 

attached hereto as exhibits.  

6. I attach hereto as Exhibit A a true and correct copy of U.S. Trademark 

Application Ser. No. 86/827,417 (the “‘417 Application”). 

7. I attach hereto as Exhibit B a true and correct copy of the Notice of Publication 

issued by the United States Patent and Trademark Office on May 18, 2016 concerning the ‘417 

Application.  

8. I attach hereto as Exhibit C a true and correct copy of the registration certificate 

for U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 5,025,710. 

9. I attach hereto as Exhibit D a true and correct copy of Registrant’s First Set of 

Document Requests to Petitioners, Lucasfilm Ltd. LLC, and Lucasfilm Entertainment Company 

Ltd. LLC (collectively, “Petitioners”), in the Proceeding. 

10. I attach hereto as Exhibit E a true and correct copy of the document Bates 

Stamped LUCAS000004-LUCAS000027, which Petitioners produced in this Proceeding.  

11. I attach hereto as Exhibit F a true and correct copy of the documents Bates 

Stamped LUCAS000791- LUCAS000796, which Petitioners produced in this Proceeding. 

12. I attach hereto as Exhibit G a true and correct copy of the documents Bates 

Stamped LUCAS000797- LUCAS000798, which Petitioners produced in this Proceeding.  

13. I attach hereto as Exhibit H a true and correct copy of the documents Bates 

Stamped LUCAS000799-LUCAS000800, which Petitioners produced in this Proceeding. 

14. I attach hereto as Exhibit I a true and correct copy of the documents Bates 

Stamped LUCAS000801- LUCAS000802, which Petitioners produced in this Proceeding. 



15. I attach hereto as Exhibit J a true and correct copy of the documents Bates 

Stamped LUCAS000803- LUCAS000804, which Petitioners produced in this Proceeding. 

16. I attach hereto as Exhibit K a true and correct copy of the document Bates 

Stamped LUCAS000805, which Petitioners produced in this Proceeding. 

17. I attach hereto as Exhibit L a true and correct copy of the document Bates 

Stamped LUCAS000806, which Petitioners produced in this Proceeding. 

18. I attach hereto as Exhibit M a true and correct copy of the document Bates 

Stamped LUCAS000866, which Petitioners produced in this Proceeding. 

19. I attach hereto as Exhibit N a true and correct copy of the documents Bates 

Stamped LUCAS000867- LUCAS000869, which Petitioners produced in this Proceeding. 

20. Petitioners did not produce any documents in this Proceeding that appear to 

respond to Registrant’s Document Request No. 14.  See Exh. D hereto.  

21. Petitioners did not produce any documents in this Proceeding that appear to 

respond to Registrant’s Document Request Nos. 17-24.  See Exh. D hereto.  

 I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Dated: December 4, 2017 

 New York, New York     /s/ Jonathan W. Thomas 

        Jonathan W. Thomas 
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PTO Form 1478 (Rev 9/2006)

OMB No. 0651-0009 (Exp 02/28/2018)

Trademark/Service Mark Application, Principal Register

Serial Number: 86827417

Filing Date: 11/20/2015

The table below presents the data as entered.

Input Field Entered

SERIAL NUMBER 86827417

MARK INFORMATION

*MARK SABACC

STANDARD CHARACTERS YES

USPTO-GENERATED IMAGE YES

LITERAL ELEMENT SABACC

MARK STATEMENT
The mark consists of standard characters, without claim to any

particular font, style, size, or color.

REGISTER Principal

APPLICANT INFORMATION

*OWNER OF MARK Ren Ventures Limited

INTERNAL ADDRESS Flat 2

*STREET 6 Bolingbroke Road

*CITY London

*COUNTRY United Kingdom

*ZIP/POSTAL CODE

(Required for U.S. applicants)
W140AL

LEGAL ENTITY INFORMATION

TYPE private limited company

STATE/COUNTRY WHERE LEGALLY ORGANIZED United Kingdom

GOODS AND/OR SERVICES AND BASIS INFORMATION

INTERNATIONAL CLASS 009 

*IDENTIFICATION

Computer game software; computer game entertainment

software; video game software; downloadable electronic game

software for use on mobile phones, tablets and other electronic

mobile devices; interactive multimedia computer game

software; games software for use on mobile phones, tablets and

other electronic mobile devices; downloadable computer

software for mobile phones, tablets and other electronic mobile

devices; computer application software featuring video and

computer games; computer application software for mobile

phones, portable media players, tablets, handheld computers

and other electronic mobile devices, namely, software for

video and computer games; games cartridges for use with

electronic games apparatus; video recordings featuring

computer games; downloadable image files containing

../RFA0002.JPG


photographic images and artwork, and text in the field of video

and computer games; downloadable music files; downloadable

ring tones for mobile phones; accessories for telephones,

mobile telephones, smart phones and tablet computers, namely,

hands free kits, covers, cases, battery chargers, and earphones;

bags and cases for mobile telephones and telephone equipment;

parts and fittings for the aforesaid goods

FILING BASIS SECTION 1(b)

FILING BASIS SECTION 44(d)

       FOREIGN APPLICATION NUMBER 14817662

       FOREIGN APPLICATION

       COUNTRY
United Kingdom

       FOREIGN FILING DATE 11/20/2015

       INTENT TO

       PERFECT 44(d)

At this time, the applicant intends to rely on §44(e) as a basis

for registration. If ultimately the applicant does not rely on

§44(e) as a basis for registration, a valid claim of priority may

be retained.

INTERNATIONAL CLASS 041 

*IDENTIFICATION

Entertainment services, namely, providing on-line computer

games; entertainment in the nature of computer games, namely,

providing temporary use of non-downloadable computer

games; entertainment services, namely, providing non-

downloadable computer games online; entertainment services,

namely, providing temporary use of non-downloadable

interactive games; entertainment services, namely, providing

temporary use of non-downloadable electronic games;

entertainment services, namely, providing a website featuring

games and puzzles; entertainment services, namely, providing

online video games; entertainment services, namely, providing

electronic games, including provision of computer games

online, on social networks, or by means of a global computer

network; entertainment services, namely, providing electronic

games for use on mobile phones, tablets and other electronic

mobile devices; entertainment services, namely, providing

temporary use of non-downloadable single and multi-player

electronic interactive games via the internet, electronic

communication networks and via a global computer network;

organising sporting and cultural activities, namely, conducting

tournaments, contests and competitions in the field of

computer games; multimedia publishing of software, namely,

publishing of computer game software, electronic games and

video game software; information, advisory and consultancy

services related to the aforesaid services, all of the aforesaid

services also being provided online from a computer database

or the Internet.

FILING BASIS SECTION 1(b)

FILING BASIS SECTION 44(d)

       FOREIGN APPLICATION NUMBER 14817662

       FOREIGN APPLICATION

       COUNTRY
United Kingdom

       FOREIGN FILING DATE 11/20/2015

       INTENT TO

At this time, the applicant intends to rely on §44(e) as a basis

for registration. If ultimately the applicant does not rely on



       PERFECT 44(d) §44(e) as a basis for registration, a valid claim of priority may

be retained.

ATTORNEY INFORMATION

NAME Cynthia M. ARKO

ATTORNEY DOCKET NUMBER T1984.US+

FIRM NAME EIP US LLP

STREET 2468 Historic Decatur Road, Suite 200

CITY San Diego

STATE California

COUNTRY United States

ZIP/POSTAL CODE 92106

PHONE 619-795-1300

EMAIL ADDRESS sandiego@eip.com

AUTHORIZED TO COMMUNICATE VIA EMAIL Yes

OTHER APPOINTED ATTORNEY
Mallary de MERLIER, Nicholas TRANSIER, Ankur GARG,

Ghazaly IMAM, Khanh T. GLATZEL

CORRESPONDENCE INFORMATION

NAME Cynthia M. ARKO

FIRM NAME EIP US LLP

STREET 2468 Historic Decatur Road, Suite 200

CITY San Diego

STATE California

COUNTRY United States

ZIP/POSTAL CODE 92106

PHONE 619-795-1300

*EMAIL ADDRESS sandiego@eip.com;carko@eip.com; kallerston@eip.com

*AUTHORIZED TO COMMUNICATE VIA EMAIL Yes

FEE INFORMATION

APPLICATION FILING OPTION TEAS RF

NUMBER OF CLASSES 2

FEE PER CLASS 275

*TOTAL FEE DUE 550

*TOTAL FEE PAID 550

SIGNATURE INFORMATION

SIGNATURE /Cynthia Arko/

SIGNATORY'S NAME Cynthia M. ARKO

SIGNATORY'S POSITION Attorney of record, California bar member

SIGNATORY'S PHONE NUMBER 619-795-1300



DATE SIGNED 11/20/2015



PTO Form 1478 (Rev 9/2006)

OMB No. 0651-0009 (Exp 02/28/2018)

Trademark/Service Mark Application, Principal Register

Serial Number: 86827417

Filing Date: 11/20/2015

To the Commissioner for Trademarks:

MARK: SABACC (Standard Characters, see mark)

The literal element of the mark consists of SABACC.

The mark consists of standard characters, without claim to any particular font, style, size, or color.

The applicant, Ren Ventures Limited, a private limited company legally organized under the laws of United Kingdom, having an address of

      Flat 2,

      6 Bolingbroke Road

      London W140AL

      United Kingdom

requests registration of the trademark/service mark identified above in the United States Patent and Trademark Office on the Principal Register

established by the Act of July 5, 1946 (15 U.S.C. Section 1051 et seq.), as amended, for the following:

       International Class 009:  Computer game software; computer game entertainment software; video game software; downloadable electronic

game software for use on mobile phones, tablets and other electronic mobile devices; interactive multimedia computer game software; games

software for use on mobile phones, tablets and other electronic mobile devices; downloadable computer software for mobile phones, tablets and

other electronic mobile devices; computer application software featuring video and computer games; computer application software for mobile

phones, portable media players, tablets, handheld computers and other electronic mobile devices, namely, software for video and computer

games; games cartridges for use with electronic games apparatus; video recordings featuring computer games; downloadable image files

containing photographic images and artwork, and text in the field of video and computer games; downloadable music files; downloadable ring

tones for mobile phones; accessories for telephones, mobile telephones, smart phones and tablet computers, namely, hands free kits, covers,

cases, battery chargers, and earphones; bags and cases for mobile telephones and telephone equipment; parts and fittings for the aforesaid goods

Intent to Use: The applicant has a bona fide intention, and is entitled, to use the mark in commerce on or in connection with the identified

goods/services.

Priority based on foreign filing: The applicant has a bona fide intention, and is entitled, to use the mark in commerce on or in connection with the

identified goods/services and asserts a claim of priority based on United Kingdom application number 14817662, filed 11/20/2015.

INTENT TO PERFECT 44(d) : At this time, the applicant intends to rely on §44(e) as a basis for registration. If ultimately the applicant does not

rely on §44(e) as a basis for registration, a valid claim of priority may be retained.

       International Class 041:  Entertainment services, namely, providing on-line computer games; entertainment in the nature of computer games,

namely, providing temporary use of non-downloadable computer games; entertainment services, namely, providing non-downloadable computer

games online; entertainment services, namely, providing temporary use of non-downloadable interactive games; entertainment services, namely,

providing temporary use of non-downloadable electronic games; entertainment services, namely, providing a website featuring games and

puzzles; entertainment services, namely, providing online video games; entertainment services, namely, providing electronic games, including

provision of computer games online, on social networks, or by means of a global computer network; entertainment services, namely, providing

electronic games for use on mobile phones, tablets and other electronic mobile devices; entertainment services, namely, providing temporary use

of non-downloadable single and multi-player electronic interactive games via the internet, electronic communication networks and via a global

computer network; organising sporting and cultural activities, namely, conducting tournaments, contests and competitions in the field of

computer games; multimedia publishing of software, namely, publishing of computer game software, electronic games and video game software;

information, advisory and consultancy services related to the aforesaid services, all of the aforesaid services also being provided online from a

computer database or the Internet.

Intent to Use: The applicant has a bona fide intention, and is entitled, to use the mark in commerce on or in connection with the identified

goods/services.

Priority based on foreign filing: The applicant has a bona fide intention, and is entitled, to use the mark in commerce on or in connection with the

identified goods/services and asserts a claim of priority based on United Kingdom application number 14817662, filed 11/20/2015.

INTENT TO PERFECT 44(d) : At this time, the applicant intends to rely on §44(e) as a basis for registration. If ultimately the applicant does not

../RFA0002.JPG


rely on §44(e) as a basis for registration, a valid claim of priority may be retained.

The applicant's current Attorney Information:

      Cynthia M. ARKO and Mallary de MERLIER, Nicholas TRANSIER, Ankur GARG, Ghazaly IMAM, Khanh T. GLATZEL of EIP US LLP

      2468 Historic Decatur Road, Suite 200

      San Diego, California 92106

      United States

The attorney docket/reference number is T1984.US+.

The applicant's current Correspondence Information:

      Cynthia M. ARKO

      EIP US LLP

      2468 Historic Decatur Road, Suite 200

      San Diego, California 92106

      619-795-1300(phone)

      sandiego@eip.com;carko@eip.com; kallerston@eip.com (authorized)

E-mail Authorization: I authorize the USPTO to send e-mail correspondence concerning the application to the applicant or applicant's attorney

at the e-mail address provided above. I understand that a valid e-mail address must be maintained and that the applicant or the applicant's

attorney must file the relevant subsequent application-related submissions via the Trademark Electronic Application System (TEAS). Failure to

do so will result in an additional processing fee of $50 per international class of goods/services.

A fee payment in the amount of $550 has been submitted with the application, representing payment for 2 class(es).

Declaration

The signatory believes that: if the applicant is filing the application under 15 U.S.C. § 1051(a), the applicant is the owner of the

trademark/service mark sought to be registered; the applicant is using the mark in commerce on or in connection with the goods/services in the

application; the specimen(s) shows the mark as used on or in connection with the goods/services in the application; and/or if the applicant filed

an application under 15 U.S.C. § 1051(b), § 1126(d), and/or § 1126(e), the applicant is entitled to use the mark in commerce; the applicant has a

bona fide intention, and is entitled, to use the mark in commerce on or in connection with the goods/services in the application. The signatory

believes that to the best of the signatory's knowledge and belief, no other persons, except, if applicable, concurrent users, have the right to use the

mark in commerce, either in the identical form or in such near resemblance as to be likely, when used on or in connection with the goods/services

of such other persons, to cause confusion or mistake, or to deceive. The signatory being warned that willful false statements and the like are

punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. § 1001, and that such willful false statements and the like may jeopardize the

validity of the application or any registration resulting therefrom, declares that all statements made of his/her own knowledge are true and all

statements made on information and belief are believed to be true.

Declaration Signature

Signature: /Cynthia Arko/   Date: 11/20/2015

Signatory's Name: Cynthia M. ARKO

Signatory's Position: Attorney of record, California bar member

RAM Sale Number: 86827417

RAM Accounting Date: 11/23/2015

Serial Number: 86827417

Internet Transmission Date: Fri Nov 20 14:39:08 EST 2015

TEAS Stamp: USPTO/BAS-XX.XXX.X.XXX-20151120143908100

046-86827417-5406a601ce0832c3e511cd8c272

71bdc50ffc29ddfe7cdc617afe15a9f4e4f53d-C

C-956-20151120141635711480
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Trademarks
P.O. Box 1451

Alexandria, VA  22313-1451
www.uspto.gov

May 18, 2016

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

1. Serial No.:
86-827,417

2. Mark:
SABACC
(STANDARD CHARACTER MARK)

3. International Class(es):
9, 41

4. Publication Date:
Jun 7, 2016

5. Applicant:
Ren Ventures Limited

The mark of the application identified appears to be entitled to registration. The mark will, in accordance with Section 12(a) of the Trademark Act of 1946, as amended, be
published in the Official Gazette on the date indicated above for the purpose of opposition by any person who believes he will be damaged by the registration of the mark. If no
opposition is filed within the time specified by Section 13(a) of the Statute or by rules 2.101 or 2.102 of the Trademark Rules, the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks may
issue a certificate of registration.

Copies of the trademark portion of the Official Gazette containing the publication of the mark may be obtained from:
The Superintendent of Documents
U.S. Government Printing Office
PO Box 371954
Pittsburgh, PA 15250-7954
Phone: 202-512-1800

By direction of the Commissioner.

Email Address(es): 

sandiego@eip.com
carko@eip.com
kallerston@eip.com



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit C 



Reg. No. 5,025,710 

Registered Aug. 23, 2016 

Int. Cl.: 9, 41

Service Mark

Trademark

Principal Register 

Ren Ventures Limited (UNITED KINGDOM private limited company )

Flat 2

6 Bolingbroke Road

London UNITED KINGDOM W140AL

CLASS 9: Computer game software; computer game entertainment software; video game

software; downloadable electronic game software for use on mobile phones, tablets and other

electronic mobile devices; interactive multimedia computer game software; games software

for use on mobile phones, tablets and other electronic mobile devices; downloadable

computer software for application and database integration, computer system and application

development, deployment and management, and for the integration of text, audio, graphics,

still images and moving pictures into an interactive delivery for multimedia applications, for

mobile phones, tablets and other electronic mobile devices; computer application software

featuring video and computer games; computer application software for mobile phones,

portable media players, tablets, handheld computers and other electronic mobile devices,

namely, software for video and computer games; computer and video game cartridges for use

with electronic games apparatus; video recordings featuring computer games; downloadable

image files containing photographic images and artwork, and text in the field of video and

computer games; downloadable music files; downloadable ring tones for mobile phones;

accessories for telephones, mobile telephones, smart phones and tablet computers, namely,

hands free kits, covers, cases, battery chargers, and earphones; bags and cases specially

adapted for holding or carrying for mobile telephones and telephone equipment; parts and

fittings for the aforesaid goods

CLASS 41: Entertainment services, namely, providing on-line computer games;

entertainment in the nature of computer games, namely, providing temporary use of non-

downloadable computer games; entertainment services, namely, providing non-downloadable

computer games online; entertainment services, namely, providing temporary use of non-

downloadable interactive games; entertainment services, namely, providing temporary use of

non-downloadable electronic games; entertainment services, namely, providing a website

featuring games and puzzles; entertainment services, namely, providing online video games;

entertainment services, namely, providing electronic games, including provision of computer

games online, on social networks, or by means of a global computer network; entertainment

services, namely, providing temporary use of non-downloadable single and multi-player

electronic interactive games via the internet, electronic communication networks and via a

global computer network; organising sporting and cultural activities, namely, conducting

tournaments, contests and competitions in the field of computer games; multimedia

publishing of software, namely, publishing of computer game software, electronic games and

video game software; information, advisory and consultancy services related to the aforesaid

services, all of the aforesaid services also being provided online from a computer database or

the Internet



THE MARK CONSISTS OF STANDARD CHARACTERS WITHOUT CLAIM TO ANY

PARTICULAR FONT STYLE, SIZE OR COLOR

PRIORITY CLAIMED UNDER SEC. 44(D) ON UNITED KINGDOM APPLICATION

NO. 14817662, FILED 11-20-2015, REG. NO. 14817662, DATED 03-18-2016, EXPIRES

11-20-2025

SER. NO. 86-827,417, FILED 11-20-2015

JAY K FLOWERS, EXAMINING ATTORNEY

Page: 2 of 3 / RN # 5025710



REQUIREMENTS TO MAINTAIN YOUR FEDERAL TRADEMARK REGISTRATION

WARNING: YOUR REGISTRATION WILL BE CANCELLED IF YOU DO NOT FILE THE

DOCUMENTS BELOW DURING THE SPECIFIED TIME PERIODS.

Requirements in the First Ten  Years*

What and When to File:

First Filing Deadline:  You must file a Declaration of Use (or Excusable Nonuse) between the 5th and 6th

years after the registration date.  See 15 U.S.C. §§1058, 1141k.  If the declaration is accepted, the

registration will continue in force for the remainder of the ten-year period, calculated from the registration

date, unless cancelled by an order of the Commissioner for Trademarks or a federal court.

Second Filing Deadline:  You must file a Declaration of Use (or Excusable Nonuse) and an Application

for Renewal between the 9th and 10th years after the registration date.* See 15 U.S.C. §1059.

Requirements in Successive Ten-Year Periods*

What and When to File:

You must file a Declaration of Use (or Excusable Nonuse)  and  an  Application for Renewal
between every 9th and 10th-year period, calculated from the registration date.*

Grace Period Filings*

The above documents will be accepted as timely if filed within six months after the deadlines listed above with
the payment of an additional fee.

*ATTENTION MADRID PROTOCOL REGISTRANTS:  The holder of an international registration with an
extension of protection to the United States under the Madrid Protocol must timely file the Declarations of Use
(or Excusable Nonuse) referenced above directly with the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO).
The time periods for filing are based on the U.S. registration date (not the international registration date).  The
deadlines and grace periods for the Declarations of Use (or Excusable Nonuse) are identical to those for
nationally issued registrations.  See 15 U.S.C. §§1058, 1141k.  However, owners of international registrations
do not file renewal applications at the USPTO. Instead, the holder must file a renewal of the underlying
international registration at the International Bureau of the  World Intellectual Property Organization, under
Article 7 of the Madrid Protocol, before the expiration of each ten-year term of protection, calculated from the
date of the international registration.  See 15 U.S.C. §1141j.  For more information and renewal forms for the
international registration, see http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/.

NOTE:  Fees and requirements for maintaining registrations are subject to change.  Please check the

USPTO website for further information.  With the exception of renewal applications for registered

extensions of protection, you can file the registration maintenance documents referenced above online at h
ttp://www.uspto.gov.

NOTE:  A courtesy e-mail reminder of USPTO maintenance filing deadlines will be sent to trademark

owners/holders who authorize e-mail communication and maintain a current e-mail address with the

USPTO. To ensure that e-mail is authorized and your address is current, please use the Trademark

Electronic  Application System (TEAS) Correspondence  Address and Change of Owner  Address Forms

available at http://www.uspto.gov.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 

In the Matter of: 

Mark:   SABACC 

Registration No.:   5,025,710 

Registration Date:   August 23, 2016 

 

 

LUCASFILM LTD. LLC and LUCASFILM 

ENTERTAINMENT COMPANY LTD. LLC, 

 

Petitioners, 

 

v. 

 

REN VENTURES LIMITED, 

 

Registrant. 

 

Cancellation No.: 92066016 

 

 

REGISTRANT REN VENTURES LIMITED’S  

FIRST SET OF DOCUMENT REQUESTS 

 

Pursuant to Rules 26(a)(1) and 34 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (“FRCP”),     

37 CFR § 2.120, and TBMP § 401, Registrant Ren Ventures Ltd. (“Registrant”), by and through 

its undersigned counsel, propounds its first set of document requests to Petitioners, Lucasfilm 

Ltd. LLC, and Lucasfilm Entertainment Company Ltd. LLC (collectively, “Petitioners”), in the 

above-captioned proceeding. 

Petitioners shall produce their documents and things at the offices of ANDREWS KURTH 

KENYON LLP, One Broadway, New York, New York 10024, attention James E. Rosini, within 

30 days of the date of these requests.  

INSTRUCTIONS 

1.   For each request, Petitioners must furnish all information and materials in their 

possession, custody, or control.   
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2. In the event of any alleged ambiguity in a request, Petitioners’ response should: state 

the alleged ambiguity; state why Petitioners considers the request to be ambiguous, including the 

possible meanings contemplated by Petitioners; and identify the meaning Petitioners adopted in 

responding to the request.  

3.    Registrant reserves the right to clarify the meaning of any allegedly ambiguous or 

unclear request, and to request and obtain all information potentially within the broader meaning 

of any request subject to multiple interpretations.      

4. If Petitioners base their response to any request upon information and belief, then 

Petitioners must set forth the source(s) of the information and the grounds of the belief.  

5. For any request that Petitioners withhold some or all information or otherwise objects 

to, Petitioners must: provide a response of the fullest nature possible; identify the reason for 

withholding information; identify the person or entity in possession of such information; and 

identify all document(s) containing such information.  

6. If a request asks for information that could have at one time been supplied by 

consulting documents that longer exist, then in answering such request or part thereof, 

Petitioners must do the following for each such document: 

(a) identify the document; 

(b) state the time period during which the document was maintained; 

(c) state the circumstance(s) under which the document ceased to exist, and 

the date thereof;  

(d) identify each person having knowledge of the circumstance(s) described in 

response to subsection (c) above; and 

(e) identify each person who has possession, custody, or control of the 

document, or to whom it was available or had knowledge of the document 

and/or the contents thereof.  
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7. If Petitioners cannot respond to a request completely (or part thereof) after exercising 

due diligence to secure the information and materials needed to do so, then Petitioners must: 

answer the discovery request, to the extent possible; specify the reasons (not subject to a claim of 

privilege) for their inability to answer the remainder of the request; and state whatever 

information or knowledge they have or possess concerning the unanswered portion(s) of the 

request.  

8. Documents and things that Petitioners produce in response to these requests must be 

organized as they are kept in the ordinary course of Petitioners’ business, must clearly designate 

the individual (and, as appropriate, the individual’s job title) from whose files each document 

was produced, must clearly designate the file from which each document was produced, and 

must clearly designate the location of such file. 

9. Documents produced pursuant to these requests that are ordinarily kept in electronic 

form are to be produced in electronic form (in native format, where possible), with identification 

of the program(s) used to open and view such documents.  

10. Nothing contained in these requests shall be taken, construed, or interpreted as 

Registrant accepting or admitting the existence of any “facts,” allegations, or positions set forth 

by Petitioners in this proceeding. 

11. The present requests are of a continuing nature.  In the event that responsive 

information comes to Petitioners’ attention following their submission of a response to a request, 

Petitioners must promptly supplement their response with such additional information in 

accordance with Rule 26(e) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. 
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DEFINITIONS 

1. The terms “you,” “your,” and “Petitioners” shall mean and refer to                     

Lucasfilm Ltd. LLC, and Lucasfilm Entertainment Company Ltd. LLC, respectively, and any 

individual or any entity (including, without limitation, the officers, directors, employees, 

partners, contractors, corporate parent(s), subsidiaries, affiliates, agents, attorneys, successors-in-

interest, predecessors-in-interest thereof) representing Petitioners and/or acting in concert or 

participation with Petitioners.  

2. The term “Registrant” shall mean and refer to Ren Ventures Limited, its officers, 

directors, employees, partners, corporate parent(s), subsidiaries, affiliates, agents, attorneys, 

successors-in-interest, predecessors-in-interest, and any other entity or individual representing 

Registrant and/or acting in concert or participation with Registrant.  

3. The term “Registrant’s Mark” shall mean and refer to the mark “SABACC.” 

4. The term “the ‘710 Registration” shall mean and refer to U.S. Trademark 

Registration No. 5,025,710.  

5. The term “Mark” shall mean and refer collectively to a “trademark” and a 

“service mark,” as defined in 15 U.S.C. § 1127.  

6. The term “PTO” shall mean and refer to the United States Patent and Trademark 

Office. 

7. The term “TTAB” shall mean and refer to the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board 

within the PTO.  

8. The term “Proceeding” shall mean and refer to the trademark cancellation 

proceeding styled Lucasfilm Ltd. LLC and Lucasfilm Entertainment Company Ltd. LLC, 

Cancellation No. 92066016, presently pending before the TTAB. 
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9. The terms “document(s),” “evidence,” and “things” shall be given the broadest 

construction under FRCP 34 and Local Civil Rule 26.3(c)(2), and shall include any and all kinds 

of written, printed, typed, recorded, photographic, electronic, or other graphic matter, however 

produced or reproduced, of any kind or description, whether sent or received or neither, 

including originals (both sides thereof), drafts, copies, copies not identical to the original, any 

material underlying, supporting or used in the preparation of such document, now or at any time 

in Petitioners’ possession, custody or control, or available to Petitioners or known to Petitioners, 

whether or not prepared by them (individually or collectively), including, but not limited to: 

social networking, websites, website data, agreements, contracts, invoices, bills, receipts, 

purchase orders, checks, books, pamphlets, periodicals, records, reports, financial statements, 

vouchers, ledgers, forecasts, appraisals, analyses, surveys, studies, calculations, statistical 

records and statements, charts, maps, graphs, blue prints, drawings, sketches, worksheets, flow 

charts, computer programs, including source code, laboratory reports, production files, work 

papers, drafts, letters, papers, photographs, objects, tangible things, correspondence, telegrams, 

emails, cables, telex messages, TWX messages, radiograms, programs, advertisements, notes, 

notations, transcripts, memoranda, minutes, reports, recording of telephone or other 

conversations or interview or conferences or meetings, telephone call slips, telephone bills, 

affidavits, unsworn written statements, forms, summaries, opinions, evaluations, journals, desk 

or other calendars, appointment books, desk pads, desk sheets, desk or personal diaries, lists, 

tabulations, disc or tape cassette or other sound recordings and transcripts thereof, punch card 

cells, manuals, directives, bulletins, accounts, travel and expense accounts and reports, computer 

printouts and runoffs, computer tapes, data processing input and output, microfilms, microfiches, 

correspondence (including attachments or exhibits), intra-office and intra-departmental 
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communications, circulars, field memos or reports, technical manual, manpower logs, 

specifications, diagrams, plans, drawings, schematics, guarantees, data on equipment, press 

releases, requisitions, certifications, opinions, testing data, research files and materials, delivery 

tickets, evaluation contracts, performance bonds, payment books, insurance policies, licenses, 

packaging labels, books or records of accounting, routing slips, computer hard drive(s), external 

electronic media (including cassette tapes, VCR tapes, DVDs, MP3s, compact discs and 

removable magnetic media).  

Should the foregoing materials or writings not be in paper form, then Petitioners shall 

provide a true and correct copy in paper form to Registrant on the date and time, and at the 

location, specified on page one of these requests, with the original and all means for reviewing 

the original being maintained in Petitioners’ possession for Registrant’s review of the original if 

requested.  

10. The term “communications” means the transmittal of information (i.e., facts, 

ideas, inquiries, or otherwise in oral, written, and electronic form).  

11. The term “concerning” means relating to, referring to, describing, identifying, 

evidencing, or constituting.  

12. The terms “person” or “persons” mean any natural person or any business, legal 

or government entity or association, including without limitation corporations, partnerships, 

proprietorships, joint ventures, unincorporated associations, trusts, estates, quasi-public entities 

and all other forms of specifically identifiable legal entities.  

13. The terms “all,” “any,” and “each” shall be construed as encompassing any and 

all. 
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14. The connectives “and” and “or” shall be construed either disjunctively or 

conjunctively as necessary to bring within the scope of each discovery request all responses that 

might otherwise be construed to be outside of its scope.  

15. The past tense includes the present tense, and the present tense includes the past 

tense.  

16. The use of the singular form of any word includes the plural form and vice versa.  

17. The masculine form of any word includes the feminine form and vice versa. 

REQUESTS FOR DOCUMENTS AND THINGS 

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 1:   

Produce documents sufficient to identify the date that Petitioners’ allegedly adopted 

“Sabacc” as a Mark in the United States.  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 2:   

Produce documents sufficient to identify the predecessor(s)-in-interest to Petitioners’ 

alleged rights in and to “Sabacc” as a Mark.  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 3:   

Produce documents sufficient to identify all goods and services that Petitioners have 

allegedly offered in United States commerce under or in connection with “Sabacc” as a Mark.  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 4:   

Produce documents sufficient to identify all goods and services that Petitioners allegedly 

intend to offer in United States commerce under or in connection with “Sabacc” as a Mark.  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 5:   

Produce documents sufficient to identify the date of Petitioners’ alleged first use of 

“Sabacc” as a Mark in United States commerce.  
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DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 6:   

Produce documents sufficient to identify Petitioners’ alleged continuous use of “Sabacc” 

as a Mark in United States commerce, from the date of Petitioners’ claimed date of first use, 

through the present. 

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 7:   

Produce documents sufficient to identify Petitioner’s alleged current use of “Sabacc” as a 

Mark in United States commerce. 

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 8:   

Produce documents sufficient to identify the purchasers of all goods and services that 

Petitioners have allegedly offered in United States commerce under or in connection with 

“Sabacc” as a Mark.  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 9:   

Produce documents sufficient to identify the anticipated purchasers of all goods and 

services that Petitioners allegedly intend to offer in United States commerce under or in 

connection with “Sabacc” as a Mark. 

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 10:   

Produce documents sufficient to identify the trade channels that Petitioners allegedly use 

to offer goods and services in United States commerce under or in connection with “Sabacc” as a 

Mark.  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 11:   

Produce documents sufficient to identify the amount of money that Petitioners spend each 

year to advertise goods and services that Petitioners allegedly offer in United States commerce 
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under or in connection with “Sabacc” as a Mark, from the date of Petitioners’ claimed date of 

first use, through the present. 

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 12:   

Produce documents sufficient to identify the amount of Petitioners’ annual sales of goods 

and services that Petitioners allegedly offer in United States commerce under or in connection 

with “Sabacc” as a Mark, from the date of Petitioners’ claimed date of first use, through the 

present.  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 13:   

Produce documents sufficient to identify Petitioners’ annual revenue derived from sales 

of goods and services that Petitioners allegedly offer in United States commerce under or in 

connection with “Sabacc” as a Mark, from the date of Petitioners’ claimed date of first use, 

through the present.  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 14:   

Produce copies of all licensing agreements between Petitioners and any third party 

concerning the alleged use of “Sabacc” as a Mark in the United States. 

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 15:   

Produce copies of all assignments between Petitioners and any third party concerning the 

alleged use of “Sabacc” as a Mark in the United States.  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 16:   

Produce copies of all trademark searches concerning the Mark SABACC.  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 17:   

Produce copies of all protest letters sent by Petitioners to any third party concerning the 

alleged use of “Sabacc” as a Mark. 
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DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 18:   

Produce copies of all settlement agreements between Petitioners and any third party 

concerning the alleged use of “Sabacc” as a Mark in the United States.  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 19:   

Produce copies of all complaints that Petitioners have filed in state and federal courts in 

the United States concerning the alleged use of “Sabacc” as a Mark. 

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 20:   

Produce copies of all documents that Petitioners have filed and/or recorded with the PTO 

concerning the alleged use of “Sabacc” as a Mark.  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 21:   

Produce copies of all Notices of Opposition that Petitioners have filed with the TTAB 

concerning the alleged use of “Sabacc” as a Mark. 

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 22:   

Other than this Proceeding, produce copies of all Petitions for Cancellation that 

Petitioners have filed with the TTAB concerning the alleged use of “Sabacc” as a Mark.  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 23:   

Produce copies of all documents that Petitioners have filed with the United States 

Customs and Border Protection concerning the alleged use of “Sabacc” as a Mark.  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 24:   

Produce copies of all documents that Petitioners have filed with any “watch” service 

concerning the alleged use of “Sabacc” as a Mark.   
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DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 25:   

Produce copies of surveys, analyses, studies, opinions, or the like concerning consumer 

understanding of “Sabacc.”  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 26:   

Produce copies of all media coverage concerning Petitioners’ alleged use of “Sabacc” as 

a Mark.    

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 27:   

Produce copies of all communications, whether oral or in writing, received by Petitioners 

that suggest, imply, or infer that Registrant, Registrant’s goods and/or services, or Registrant’s 

SABACC Mark may be connected, affiliated, or otherwise associated with Petitioners.   

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 28:   

Produce documents sufficient to identify the reason why Petitioners instituted this 

Proceeding. 

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 29:   

Produce documents sufficient to identify the date that Petitioners first learned of 

Registrant. 

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 30:   

Produce documents sufficient to identify the date that Petitioners first learned of 

Registrant’s Mark SABACC. 

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 31:   

Produce documents sufficient to identify the date that Petitioners first learned of 

Registrant’s ‘710 Registration. 
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DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 32:   

To the extent not already produced, produce documents sufficient to support the 

allegation in ¶ 8 of the Cancellation Petition in this Proceeding that Petitioners allegedly used 

“Sabacc” as a “[M]ark in connection with [sic] the STAR WARS Franchise as early as 1980 in 

the May 1980 novelization of the 1980 film Star Wars Episode V: The Empire Strikes Back.” 

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 33:   

To the extent not already produced, produce documents sufficient to support the 

allegation in ¶ 9 of the Cancellation Petition in this Proceeding that Petitioners allegedly used 

“Sabacc” as a Mark “in a trilogy of Lando Calrissian novels published in July 1983, including 

Lando Calrissian and the Mindharp of Sharu […].”  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 34:   

To the extent not already produced, produce documents sufficient to support the 

allegation in ¶ 10 of the Cancellation Petition in this Proceeding that, “[a]s early as November 

1989,” Petitioners allegedly licensed “Sabacc” for use as a Mark “in connection with a 

roleplaying card game featuring a card deck and rules for the game.” 

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 35:   

To the extent not already produced, produce documents sufficient to support the 

allegation in ¶ 11 of the Cancellation Petition in this Proceeding that “Sabacc” is used as a Mark 

in “Star Wars: Episode VII The Force Awakens (December 18, 2015) […].” 

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 36:   

To the extent not already produced, produce documents sufficient to support the 

allegation in ¶ 11 of the Cancellation Petition in this Proceeding that “Sabacc” is used as a Mark 

in “Star Wars Rebels (January 12, 2015) […].” 
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DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 37:   

To the extent not already produced, produce documents sufficient to support the 

allegation in ¶ 11 of the Cancellation Petition in this Proceeding that “Sabacc” is used as a Mark 

in “Star Wars comic books (2015 onward).”  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 38:   

To the extent not already produced, produce documents sufficient to support the 

allegation in ¶ 12 of the Cancellation Petition in this Proceeding that Petitioners allegedly 

licensed “Sabacc” for use as a Mark in “MONOPOLY STAR WARS Classic Trilogy (1997).” 

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 39:   

To the extent not already produced, produce documents sufficient to support the 

allegation in ¶ 13 of the Cancellation Petition in this Proceeding that “Sabacc” is used as a Mark 

in “a STAR WARS Customizable Card Game (2001) […].”  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 40:   

To the extent not already produced, produce documents sufficient to support the 

allegation in ¶ 14 of the Cancellation Petition in this Proceeding that “Sabacc” is used as a Mark 

in “STAR WARS: The Force Awakens, The Visual Dictionary (published December 18, 2015).”    

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 41:   

To the extent not already produced, produce documents sufficient to support the 

allegation in ¶ 18 of the Cancellation Petition in this Proceeding that “Petitioners [allegedly] 

have priority based on prior use of Petitioners’ [putative Sabacc] Mark in commerce on or in 

connection with Petitioners’ Products before the November 20, 2015 priority date of 

Respondent’s [‘710 Registration], and before any date of first use that may be proven by 

Respondent.”  
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DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 42:   

To the extent not already produced, produce documents sufficient to support the 

allegation in ¶ 20 of the Cancellation Petition in this Proceeding that Registrant’s alleged 

“Products and Services are identical to or related to Petitioners’ Products [allegedly] advertised, 

promoted, offered, and/or sold in connection with Petitioners’ [putative Sabacc] Mark.”  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 43:   

To the extent not already produced, produce documents sufficient to support the 

allegation in ¶ 21 of the Cancellation Petition in this Proceeding that “Petitioners have a history 

of licensing and using its [putative] marks, names, characters, and elements from its STAR 

WARS Franchise in connection with a wide variety of products and services including, but not 

limited to, computer games, video games, board games, card games, mobile applications, books, 

and entertainment services.”  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 44:   

To the extent not already produced, produce documents sufficient to support the 

allegation in ¶ 21 of the Cancellation Petition in this Proceeding that “consumers are accustomed 

to encountering Petitioners’ names, [putative] marks, characters, and elements from its STAR 

WARS Franchise in connection with such products and services.” 

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 45:   

To the extent not already produced, produce documents sufficient to support the 

allegation in ¶ 21 of the Cancellation Petition in this Proceeding that “consumers are likely to 

associate Respondent’s SABACC [M]ark and Respondent’s Products and Services with 

Petitioners, Petitioners’ [putative Sabacc] Mark, and Petitioners’ Products.”  
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DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 46:   

To the extent not already produced, produce documents sufficient to support the 

allegation in ¶ 22 of the Cancellation Petition in this Proceeding that “Respondent’s SABACC 

Mark shown in [the ‘710 Registration] so resembles Petitioners’ previously used [putative 

Sabacc] Mark set forth above as to be likely, when used in connection with Respondent’s 

Products and Services, to cause confusion, or to cause mistake, or to deceive under Section 2(d) 

of the Lanham Act, as amended, 15 U.S.C. § 1052(d).” 

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 47:   

To the extent not already produced, produce documents sufficient to support the 

allegation in the Cancellation Petition in this Proceeding that “Petitioners that they are being and 

will continue to be damaged by the [‘710 Registration].”  

DOCUMENT REQUEST NO. 48:   

To the extent not already produced, produce all non-privileged documents that Petitioners 

intend to rely on and/or introduce into evidence in the Proceeding.   

Dated:  August 8, 2017   Respectfully submitted, 

  New York, New York 

      /s/ James E. Rosini 

      James E. Rosini 

      Jonathan W. Thomas 

      ANDREWS KURTH KENYON LLP 

      One Broadway 

      New York, New York 10004 

      Tel.: (212) 425-7200 

      Fax: (212) 425-5288 

      Email: jrosini@kenyon.com  

      Email: jthomas@kenyon.com  

 

      Attorneys for Registrant Ren Ventures Limited.  

 

 

 

 



16 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I hereby certify that, on August 8, 2017, I served a true and correct copy of the foregoing 

document, titled Ren Ventures Limited’s First Set of Document Requests, via electronic mail, 

upon the following counsel of record for Petitioners:  

 

Linda K. McLeod 

David M. Kelly 

KELLY IP, LLP 

1919 M Street, NW, Suite 610 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

linda.mcleod@kelly-ip.com 

david.kelly@kelly-ip.com 

 

 

  /s/ Jonathan W. Thomas 

Jonathan W. Thomas 

   

  Attorney for Registrant  

  Ren Ventures Limited  
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Turn Phases 
Betting Phase: Each player is dealt two cards. The player to 
the left of the dealer begins play with the option to bet. If he 
chooses to do so, the bet is placed in the hand pot. If a bet 
is placed, each player must match that bet if he or she 
wishes to remain in the hand. 

Only the player whose turn it is may place a bet, but that 
bet may be raised by any of the players in turn. The betting 
and raising limits are three credits. Before moving on to the 
next phase, the player whose turn it is must ask each player 
if they wish to fold (drop out of the hand). A player may only 
fold during the betting phase, and must pay one credit to 
the sabacc pot to do so. 

Shifting Phase: After the betting phase is completed, the 
player whose turn it is rolls a six-sided die. If the result is a 
1, 2 or 3, shifting occurs. 
In shifting, each player has one card, chosen randomly by 

the player to his right, discarded from his hand. All of the 
cards which were discarded are pooled together and 
shuffled by the dealer. The dealer then displays the dis
carded cards face down on the table, and each player, in 
order starting with the player to the dealer's left, picks one 
of the discarded cards and adds it to his hand. 
Note: If a player folds on his own turn, he must still make 

the roll in the shifting phase, but his cards are not included 
in the shift. 

Calling Phase: After the shifting phase is completed, the 
player whose turn it is asks if anyone would like to call the 
hand. When a hand is called, each player must immediately 
place their cards face-up on the table in front of them and 
declare what they have. See "Winning a Hand" for victory 
conditions and penalties. 

A player may only call the hand during the calling phase 
of another player's turn, never during their own turn. 

No one may call the hand until every player has had at 
least one turn, including the dealer. 

Calling simulates locking in your cards, since there is no 
"neutral field" included. 

Note: You may wish to increase the minimum number of 
turns before the hand may be called when playing with 
fewer than four players. This allows for more interesting 
hands to develop. 

Drawing Phase: After the calling phase, the player whose 
turn it is has the option to draw one card from the deck. If 
the player holds more than two cards, he may exchange 
one of the cards in his hand for a card drawn from the deck, 
or simply draw a card from the deck and add it to his hand 
(but not both). 

There is no limit to the amount of cards that a player may 
hold in his or her hand, but he must always have at least two 
cards. Cards which are dropped from a player's hand 
during this phase are removed from play. 

Winning a Hand 
When a hand is called, the player with the highest card 

total which is 23 or less wins the hand. A player also wins 
the hand if everyone else folds. The winning player wins the 
hand pot only. 
If two or more players are tied, they must participate in a 

sudden demise. In a sudden demise, the dealer deals each 
participating player one card from the deck which the 
players must add to their hands. The best modified hand 
takes the pot. If there is still a tie, the pot is split. 

If any player has a total which is over 23, less than 
negative 23, or exactly zero when the hand is called, he or 
she has bombed out. In this circumstance, the bombed-out 
player must match the exact amount of credits which are 
currently in the hand pot, and pay it to the sabacc pot. 

In addition to this, if the player who called the hand does 
not win it, he or she must also pay the sabacc pot as if they 
had bombed-out. 

Special Hands 
To win the sabacc pot, a player must have one of two 

special hands. The first is when a player has a card total of 
exactly 23. This is called a Pure Sabacc, and is usually 
accompanied by an enthusiastic cry of "Sabacc!" when the 
cards are turned over. 

The other sabacc pot winning hand is called an Idiot's 
Array. To achieve this, a player must have an/diotface card, 
a two card and a three card of any suit (a literal 23). 

An Idiot's Array beats a Pure Sabacc, but if two or more 
players have the same special hand in contention for the 
sabacc pot, a sudden demise is held as usual. 

Roleplaying Rules 
If you are roleplaying a game of sabacc, the characters' 

gambling skills are used in conjunction with the above 
rules. Once during each hand, a character may choose to 
make a gambling roll. That character declares which oppos
ing character he or she wishes to roll against, and opposed 
rolls are made. If the character who declared the gambling 
attempt wins the opposed roll, the other character must 
reveal his entire hand to his opponent. 

The gambling roll may be declared at any time during a 
hand, during anyone's turn. 

In addition to using the gambling skill legally, a character 
may elect to cheat . To do this requires success on a Difficult 
gambling roll. This allows the character to be exempt from 
a card shifting, keeping the cards he has. The cheating 
attempt may be declared after a shift has been rolled. 

Failure on the cheating roll means that the character has 
been caught cheating and is out of the game. This situation 
should be roleplayed accordingly. 
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